
1 

 

Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee  

Highlights:  March 18, 2016      

 
Sites Represented (marked by) 

 Arcade  El Sereno  Pasteur 

 Arden  Encina  Pershing 

 Arlington  Gold River  PTA 

 Barrett  Grand Oaks  Ralph Richardson 

 Bella Vista  Green Oaks  Rio Americano 

 Cambridge Hts.  Greer  Rogers 

 Cameron Ranch  Howe  San Juan 

 Carmichael  Thomas Kelly  Schweitzer 

 Carnegie  Kingswood  Sierra Oaks 

 Carriage  La Entrada  Skycrest 

 Casa Roble  Laurel Ruff   Starr King 

 Charles Peck   La Vista  Sylvan 

 Churchill  LeGette  Thomas Kelly 

 Citrus Heights  Lichen  Trajan 

 Cottage  Mariemont  Twin Lakes 

 Cowan  Mariposa  Whitney 

 Coyle  Marvin Marshall (ECE)  Woodside 

 Del Campo  Mesa Verde  ECE Head Start 

 Del Dayo  Mira Loma  Garfield Preschool 

 Del Paso Manor  Mission  GATE 

 Deterding  Northridge  CAC 

 Dewey  Oakview  DELAC 

 Dyer-Kelly  Orangevale  FACE 

 Edison  Ottomon  Board Members 

 El Camino  Pasadena  SJTA 

 
Materials Distributed 

 

Agenda, Graduation Requirements, Summer Programs  

 
Welcome/Announcements/Introductions 

Superintendent Kent Kern welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He thanked Board President Pam Costa, 

Board Vice President Michael McKibbin, and Board Clerk Lucinda Luttgen for attending.  Mr. Kern 

invited everyone to introduce themselves. 

 

Student Data Request (CDE Lawsuit) 

Superintendent Kern, introduced Anne McMurry, a district parent and former practicing attorney, to share 

her concerns regarding the recent lawsuit against the California Department of Education (CDE) and 

Morgan Hill Concerned Parents Association. The lawsuit could potentially impact students across the 

state, including those from our district.  Currently, the federal judge has made a decision to postpone 

sharing student records in response to public outcry over the case. 

 

Ms. McMurry expressed how incredibly alarmed she is over student information, required and compiled 

by the state, being transmitted to a third party.  Students’ data could be put at risk and will be out of the 

control of our district.  She stressed the importance of parents being involved with this issue and the 

possible ramifications it may have for our children.  She added that it is our responsibility to do what we 

can to protect our kids’ data.   
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Senior Director of Community Relations Trent Allen informed the group that the students’ data will stay 

with CDE; however, the district cannot rule out the data being released in the future. Copies of the 

Objection to Disclosure of Student Information and Records form were made available to parents.  

Parents who are concerned about the release of student data are encouraged to submit the form by April 1, 

2016.  Please visit our website for the most updated and accurate information regarding student data.   

 

Director of Admissions and Family Services Dr. John Garrard explained that social security numbers are 

not taken or required for traditional enrollment, just the student’s name, identification number, and 

program participation.   

 

Mr. Kern noted that the district does not collect information that the state does not require.  There have 

been numerous conversations regarding this matter, and our district’s website is being updated 

continuously to keep our parents and community informed.  Mr. Kern shared that he has also discussed 

this topic with cabinet members and with other superintendents throughout the state. 

 

Q. Is the student database for special education students or for all students?  

A. Special Education students as well as regular education students. 

 

Q. Can the district allow for a standard/global “opt out”? 

A. The district can offer voluntary forms similar to an objection form. 

 

Q. What is the district’s stance on sending out information from our school sites to inform parents 

 of this issue and how to direct them to the district’s website? 

A. You can have information sent via a letter or newsletter from your site.  It is recommended that 

you use the language on the website to ensure that the information being communicated is 

accurate.   

 

Q. Do you have to fill out more than one objection letter if you have more than one child? 

A. Yes.  An objection form would need to be completed for each child. 

 

Q. Does a student have a legal right or policy? 

A. When a judge makes a decision, the district is required to abide by that decision. 

 

Q. Is there any way the district can send out information before April 1? 

A. Information has been sent to families; a district automated notification will also be sent to all 

families.  In addition, the Community Relations Office will be posting information on Facebook 

and Twitter. 

 

Q. How can we get teachers and students to help communicate this information? 

A. You could suggest that they communicate on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Q. Can we get this form in other languages, especially for our refugee families? 

A. Our Community Relations Office and English Learner and Multicultural Education Office are 

taking care this. 

 

Q. Do you know if students’ data is still in the database system prior to 2008?  

A. No.  The district’s understanding is that it is not in the system. 

 

Graduation Requirements 

Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education Rick Messer gave a brief background to where we are 

today with graduation requirements. In December 2014, Mr. Messer and Nina Mancina, Program 

Specialist and Grant Writer, partnered together to propose a transition of graduation requirements.  Since 

current district graduation requirements are not aligned with our UC/CSU systems, the district’s goal is to 
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align graduation requirements to A-G for the class of 2023, including a flexibility option so that students 

can choose an alternative path to graduation.  Once this is completed, it will be shared with the 

community for feedback.  The goal is to develop a thorough plan before presenting it to the board.   

 

To ensure access to quality future opportunities after high school graduation, the district is proposing to 

add an additional four courses (40 credits) to the current district requirements.  This will ensure each 

student has the opportunity to qualify for a UC/CSU and has the career readiness skills to support their 

futures.  On March 26, 2016, the board will be presented with a proposal to increase current high school 

graduation requirements to include a third year of math and science and two years of foreign language.  

The transition to the new requirements will begin with the graduating class of 2023 (current 5
th
 graders) 

and provide flexibility for non A-G courses to satisfy some requirements.  

 

During the month of April, a comprehensive plan will be developed that identifies intervention and 

support structures to ensure all students graduate college and career ready, establishes protocols and 

flexibility options, establishes a system for student progress monitoring to ensure students are on track for 

graduation, and creates communication and feedback from our community/stakeholders.  The revised plan 

will be presented to the board on April 26, 2016 [subsequently, this date was changed to May 10, 2016]. 

 

During the next three to six years, the district will develop and expand course offerings in math, science 

and foreign language to meet student needs and interests.  The district will continue to build interventions 

and supports to ensure every student from the class of 2023, that enters high school as a freshman, will 

have the skills and supports necessary to be college and career ready upon graduation.  The new 

graduation requirement structure will allow for flexibility to customize the courses to meet the 

requirements. In addition, the district will also support elective programs by working with current 

programs to obtain A-G approval, continuing to provide additional Career Technical Education courses 

that are A-G approved, and developing new electives that support student interest.    

 

Q. What about 8
th
 grade students struggling in math? 

A. The district has created two programs: Jump Start and Booster.  These summer classes will give 

students the opportunity and support to succeed before being placed into Integrated Math 1.  

 

 

Q. What are the next steps for adoption and barriers of graduation requirements? 

A. There are timelines.  A proposal will go to the board on March 29 for discussion and April 26 for 

adoption [subsequently, the April 26 date has been postponed to May 10]. 

 

Q. UC San Diego has developed a tracking system from students’ voices, grades, programs, etc.  Has 

San Juan thought about a tracking system? 

A. This is a great point, and I would probably say San Juan is looking at creating a tracking system 

in the future. 

 

Q. Having more variety of courses is fine, but some of our high schools are not large enough.  How 

would we handle this? 

A. That is correct.  Some of our high schools only have 700-800 students while other high schools 

have 1000-2000. The district is looking at various options to provide opportunities for all 

students. 

 

Q. A student takes music, math and foreign language.  What about work experience counting for 

those students who have to work to support their families? 

A. Hopefully, we can tie this together with their classes. 

 

Q. Is the district’s graduate profile similar to other districts? 

A. Yes and it’s centered around Career Technical Education. 
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Summer Programs 
Mr. Messer introduced Mia Funk, Director of Career/Technical Education, K-12 Counseling and College/Career 

Readiness; Martha Quadros, Program Manager of English Learner and Multicultural Education; and Glen 

Odabashian, Administrator on Special Assignment, to provide an overview of the 2016 summer 

programs. 

 

Ms. Funk shared information on the 2016 summer school programs.  Two summer school sessions will be 

offered – the first session will be held from June 13 through June 30, and the second session will be held 

from July 5 through July 21. Students eligible for summer school include current 12
th
 grade students who 

need ten or less credits, incoming 12
th 

grade students who are credit deficient and not on track to graduate, 

incoming 11
th
 grade students who are credit deficient and not on track to graduate and/or who have failed 

a core class, incoming 10
th

 grade students who are credit deficient and not on track to graduate and/or 

who failed a core class, and incoming 10
th
, 11

th
 and 12

th
 grade students who need to take PE 2 to maintain 

eligibility for enrollment in a specialized program in the fall.  Incoming 9
th
 grade students are not eligible. 

Summer school programs will be held at El Camino Fundamental High School, Arden Middle School and 

El Sereno High School. 

 

The intersession summer school sites will be held at all nine high school sites beginning June 9 through 

June 24, 2016.  The eligibility criteria for summer school include current 9
th
 grade students who have 

failed a core class and current 9
th
 grade students who have received a “D”. 

 

The district has created Booster and Jump Start programs for students entering 9
th
 grade who may require 

assistance transitioning into high school. Booster is for those incoming 9
th
 graders who did not meet 

standards and have a C, D or F in 8
th
 grade math, whose MAP scores were below the 55

th
 percentile, and 

whose skills are extremely low. This program will place students in Integrated Math 1 (IM 1) with 

support and the likelihood of success. The second program, Jump Start, will be available to incoming 9
th
 

graders who nearly met standards and received a C or D in 8
th
 grade math, whose MAP scores were 

between the 55
th
 – 66

th
 percentile, and whose skills need improvement. Students who are successful in 

Jump Start will enter IM 1 without support.   

 

Q. Will students get an invitation to Booster or Jump Start? 

A. Different assessments will be reviewed to determine a student’s need.  The principal would then 

contact the parents. 

 

Ms. Quadros provided information on the 2016 Title 1 and English learner (refugee/immigrant) education 

summer school programs. Summer school will be offered jointly by the English Learner and Multicultural 

Education Department and the Title 1 Department.  This innovative extended learning opportunity will 

enable students to enhance their literacy, oral language development and math skills through the Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) approach, utilizing project-based learning 

strategies. 

 

 The Title I elementary program will be open to Title 1 students who are currently enrolled in 

grades K-2. 

 The English learner (refugee/immigrant) education program will be open to students identified as 

“beginners and early intermediates” in grades K-8, based on the California English Language 

Development Test (CELDT). 

 

Both programs will be held at Howe Avenue Elementary School, Thomas Edison Language Institute, and 

Kingswood K-8 School. Arden Middle School will be hosting English learners in grades 6-8 only. All 

schools will be operating from June 13 through July 8, 2016.  Students will have access to the summer 

free and reduced breakfast/lunch program; limited transportation will be offered. 
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There will also be a summer session for long-term English learners, who are current 6-8 graders and have 

not demonstrated English proficiency on the CELDT, to attend a 12-dayintense English language arts 

camp to enhance their literacy skills.  These middle school students will have an opportunity to 

experience a high school setting at El Camino Fundamental High School, Encina Preparatory High 

School, Mesa Verde High School, and Mira Loma High School.  As an incentive for the students, there 

will be a two-night stay at Camp Winthers. 

 

In addition, there will be a high school English learner summer school course for students to improve 

their foundational skills in English and math in a supportive environment while earning elective credits to 

meet graduation criteria.  Eligible students who score beginning and early intermediate overall on their 

CELDT scores will be invited.  This program will be held at El Camino Fundamental High School from 

July 5 - July 21, 2016. 

 

Q. What if a family lacks sufficient funds for a student to attend the summer session?  

A. Summer school is free of charge unless it is a fee-based program.   

 

Q. Will the Summer Fun Café be open this summer? 

A. Yes, at some school sites.  The café will serve food to all students up to 18 years old, regardless 

of their family income. 

 

Q. How early does the information on summer school programs go out? 

A. Summer school information was posted on the district’s website on March 1.  Please visit the San 

Juan website at www.sanjuan.edu to obtain information regarding summer school. 

 

Q. How do you inform parents who speak a different language? 

A. Information is sent to all principals and their assistants so that it can be shared with their families.  

Applications are translated to Spanish, Arabic, Russian and Ukrainian.  Phone calls are also made 

to all bilingual parents. 

 

Q. Are 21
st
 century skills being applied in our Bridges-After-School program? 

A. There is a lot of team building, collaboration, academics, language, life skills, etc. being provided 

in this program. 

 

Open Forum   

Q. What mechanism is being used to determine if Common Core is being taught in our schools? 

A. It is the principal’s responsibility to outline the instructional programs. Concerns should be 

discussed with the site principal. 

 

Q. What about safety in the classroom to prevent bullying?  What recourse can parents take? 

A. If you feel there is an issue at your site, it would be best to address the issue with the site 

administrator.  

 

Future Agenda Topics   

A parent suggested having a discussion on the impact of the recently signed legislation for Every Student  

Succeeds Act (ESSA).   

 

Administrators stayed after the meeting to answer individual questions. 

 
:ps 
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